
G‐d is Somewhere
So you think you ' re the f i rs t  guy out  there looking for  G ‑d? People have
been searching for  spir i tua l i ty ,  explor ing the metaphysica l  and general ly

searching for  t ruth for  mi l lennia .  Even the greatest  prophet  of  them
al l ,  Moses himsel f ,  was preoccupied with seeking the Divine .  Moses wanted

to see G ‑d in a l l  His  g lory . "P lease ,  show me Your g lory , "  Moses appeals  in the
33rd chapter  of  Exodus .  The commentators  understand this  to mean that  he

wanted i t  a l l ,  the ul t imate revelat ion.  Others see i t  as  a  quest  for
understanding the inf ini te  ways of  G ‑d ,  l ike why the r ighteous seem to be
perennia l  suf ferers  and the wicked seem to be laughing a l l  the way to the

bank.Whatever  the meaning ,  the Almighty p laces l imits  on Moses '
understanding.  "You wi l l  see My back , "  G ‑d responds ,  "but  My face may not
be seen. "  F ini te  earth l ings -  even a Moses -  can only perceive so much and

no more .  The face of  G ‑d ,  the ul t imate fu l l  p ic ture ,  is  beyond human
comprehension.A youngster  was being given his  lesson and he wanted to
know,  "Where is  G ‑d?"  The answer he received was ,  "G ‑d is  everywhere . "

"That 's  the problem, "  sa id the chi ld ,  " I  want  a  G ‑d who is
somewhere! " "Everywhere"  is  abstract ,  theoret ica l  and rather  intangible .

"Somewhere , "  on the other  hand ,  is  more def ined ,  substant ia l  and real .  Yes ,
Judaism def ini te ly  bel ieve that  G ‑d is  everywhere .  But  even more important

is  the somewhere where G ‑d is  to be found. In Judaism we f ind a c lear ly
developed infrastructure of  l i fe .  There is  a  l is t  of  behaviors  that  are

considered G ‑dly ,  and another  l is t  that  may seem a lot  more at t ract ive but  is
deemed to be unG ‑dly .  We know what  G ‑d expects  of  us – and what  He does
not .  I t  isn ' t  le f t  to  what  feels  good or  bad to us in our highly personal  and

very subject ive mindsets .  There are object ive ru les of  r ight  and wrong.
Moral i ty  and ethics  are in the province of  G ‑d and are therefore non-

negot iable .  Oh ,  we can ta lk  about  i t  and debate the issues a l l  n ight  long but ,
u l t imately ,  our  moral  code is  Div ine and absolute . I  was once asked regarding

a certa in person whether  he was "a  re l ig ious person. "  I  remember how that
quest ion was a  moment of  personal  ins ight  for  me.  From the perspect ive of
the quest ioner ,  the answer was a  def ini te  "yes" :  the person he was asking

about  was a  bel iever ,  came to synagogue fa i thful ly  every week ,  and did
char i ty  work— the things that  qual i fy  a  person to be ca l led " re l ig ious"  in  the

commonly accepted sense of  the term.  But  in Judaism,  the term "re l ig ious"
carr ies  di f ferent  connotat ions .  The most  obvious one is  Shabbat  observance.
Adhering to a  kosher diet  is  another .  The ni t ty-gr i t ty  do 's  and don ' ts  which
the Torah instructs  the Jew.Fai th in genera l ,  a t tending Shul  and helping out

are a l l  n ice ,  but  s t i l l  somewhat  superf ic ia l .  They are in
the Everywhere category .  Keeping Shabbat ,  though ,  is  more in

the Somewhere department .  I t  is  c lear ly  def ined and absolute .  I t  goes beyond
the surface- level  feel  good stuf f .  As Jews ,  we require a  more precise

def ini t ion of  " re l ig ious . "  Pract ica l i t ies  not  p lat i tudes ,  act ion more than
at t i tudes are the order  of  the day .  G ‑d must  be somewhere ,  not  just

everywhere . In the f ina l  analys is ,  when we connect  to G ‑d by doing His  wi l l
we exper ience the greatest  revelat ions .
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FOOD FOR THE SOUL

WISHING ALL THOSE WITH YARTZEIT THIS WEEK  - CHAYIM ARUCHIM
 

Freedman Bernard Daughter Iddel bas Baruch David 18 Adar 

Bensusan Blanche Brother 20 Adar 

Glass Irving Brother 20 Adar 

Wolfryd Colin & Mandy Daughter Chanah  bas Chono Shlomo 21 Adar 

Wiseman Clive Father Yeshaya Meir ben Shmool Yosef 22 Adar 

Wiseman Susan Sister Ruth Noami bas Ephraim Shlomo 22 Adar 

Green Clive Father Lazer ben Moshe 23 Adar 

Green Mitchell Father Lazer ben Moshe 23 Adar 

Collins Edna Mother Rivka Bas Simcha 24 Adar 

Green Shirley Mother Faigel bas David 24 Adar 

Why must we have jobs? Why can’t our bread
fall from heaven?It does. Our bread

is manna from heaven. But it bursts forth
from Above like a solar f lare—a light far too
intense for any world to contain.So, in each

world in the chain of spiritual worlds that
extend from above to below unti l our earthly
realm, the beings of that world must labor to

absorb that l ight. Only then can the l ight
descend to the world that follows theirs in the
chain—and there yet another form of labor is
required, according to the l imitations of that
world.Until the l ight arrives at our world. And

here we must do the work that our world
requires so that it, too, may absorb the
light.And that is why we each have our

worldly occupations.

 

A LITTLE HISTORY

Charoset
In Song of Songs, the Jewish people are
compared to: apples, pomegranates, figs,

dates, walnuts and almonds. While over the
centuries many recipes have developed in
Jewish communities (see below), these are

the main ingredients to be used for Charoset.
(Talmud – Pesachim 116a, with Tosfot)The
Talmud also says that the Charoset should
be tangy by using apples – commemorating

the apple trees under which the Jewish
women secretly gave birth in Egypt. (based
on Song of Songs 8:5)Finally, the Talmud
says to make the Charoset thick by adding

spices, like ginger and cinnamon. This
represents the straw and clay which the

Jewish slaves used to construct
buildings.How is the Charoset used at the

Seder? Before eating the Marror (bitter
herbs), we dip it into Charoset, whose wine

neutralizes the sting of the Marror.

If the Jews had just witnessed God's awesome power in the 10 Plagues, the splitting of

the Red Sea, and the revelation at Mount Sinai, how could these same people turn

around and worship a Golden Calf?!

The Aish Rabbi Replies:The answer is that the Jews never built the Calf with the

intention it should be worshipped.Here's what happened: Moses went up the mountain

for 40 days, and when Day 39 rolled around, the Jews began to wonder – "Where's

Moses?" This caused great anxiety, for although the people knew it was God Himself

Who'd orchestrated all the miracles, it was nevertheless Moses who'd raised his staff for

the Red Sea to split. They relied on Moses as captain of the team around whom

everything revolved.So on Day 39 when Moses didn't show up, the malcontents in the

camp began circulating rumors that he wasn't coming back at all. In fact, they managed

to instill so much fear and anxiety, that the Talmud says the people actually saw a

vision of Moses dead! (So strong is the power of suggestion.)Then the Jews reasoned: If

Moses isn't coming back, we must craft ourselves a replacement. And so the Golden

Calf was born. Not as an idol; not as a rebellion against God. But as a figurehead. A

mere shrine to replace the missing Moses. And the next thing you know, it's full-blown

idol worship.Maimonides explains that idolatry is not a single step, but rather a process.

A person starts off focused and clear on the priorities of life. But then we get

sidetracked. In the old days, they'd carve a piece of stone and call it the "sun god." They

waned to pay tribute to God as creator of the sun. But before long, they were

worshipping the sun itself. They believed that something other than God was the

ultimate source of strength and salvation.Today, it's not uncommon to believe that

money, fame, stock options, a fast computer, or good looks is the source of fulfillment

and happiness. And that's idolatry!And we see this every day. I spoke to a young man

recently, and asked him – based on his recent experiences in Israel and with the

Discovery seminar – if he thought the Torah was true. "Absolutely yes," he said. So I

asked him why he's still driving on Shabbos, eating cheeseburgers, and dating a non-

Jewish woman. His reply: "I'm waiting until I get a breakthrough in my career. Then I'll

get around to those other things."That's insanity. We start off clear, then get sucked into

a contorted way of thinking. Ask any high school senior, "Why are you going to

college?" He's likely to reply, "Because I need to get a job." "OK, why do you need a job?"

"So that I can pay my bills, and have peace of mind in order to pursue what's really

important in life – family, friends, and personal growth." Check in with him 10 years

later – he's working 70 hours a week, with little or no time for family, friends, and

personal growth!The lesson of the Golden Calf is to think about what it is we're doing.

What starts innocently may turn out tragic. Have we lost sight of our true priorities?

Idolatry is alive and well today!



Parsha Summary 
 

 

The people of Israel are told to each contribute exactly half a
shekel of silver to the Sanctuary. Instructions are also given

regarding the making of the Sanctuary’s water basin, anointing
oil and incense. “Wise-hearted” artisans Betzalel and Aholiav are

placed in charge of the Sanctuary’s construction, and the people are
once again commanded to keep the Shabbat.When Moses does not
return when expected from Mount Sinai, the people make a golden

calf and worship it. G‐d proposes to destroy the errant nation,
but Moses intercedes on their behalf. Moses descends from the

mountain carrying the tablets of the testimony engraved with the Ten
Commandments; seeing the people dancing about their idol,

he breaks the tablets, destroys the golden calf, and has the primary
culprits put to death. He then returns to G‐d to say: “If You do not

forgive them, blot me out from the book that You have written.”G‐d
forgives, but says that the effect of their sin will be felt for many

generations. At first G‐d proposes to send His angel along with them,
but Moses insists that G‐d Himself accompany His people to the
promised land.Moses prepares a new set of tablets and once more

ascends the mountain, where G‐d reinscribes the covenant on
these second tablets. On the mountain, Moses is also granted a vision
of the divine thirteen attributes of mercy. So radiant is Moses’ face
upon his return, that he must cover it with a veil, which he removes

only to speak with G‐d and to teach His laws to the people.

In this week's haftorah, Elijah the Prophet demonstrates the worthlessness of the Baal,
just as Moses chastised the Israelites for serving the Golden Calf, as discussed in this

week's Torah reading.The background of this week's haftorah: King Ahab and
Queen Jezebel ruled the Northern Kingdom of Israel, and encouraged the worship of the
Baal deity as well as other forms of idolatry. To prove that G‐d alone is in control and
provides sustenance, Elijah decreed a drought on the kingdom—no rain fell for three

years. When Ahab then accused Elijah of causing hardship for the Israelites, Elijah
challenged him to a showdown. He, Elijah, would represent the cause of monotheism, and

850 idolatrous "prophets" would represent their cause. Ahab
accepted.The haftorah begins with Elijah, the Baal prophets, and many spectators

gathering atop Mount Carmel. Elijah rebuked the people of Israel, uttering the famous
words: "How long will you hop between two ideas? If the L-rd is G‐d, go after Him, and if
the Baal, go after him."Elijah then stated his challenge: "Give us two bulls and let them

[the Baal prophets] choose one bull for themselves and cut it up and place it on the wood,
but fire they shall not put; and I will prepare one bull, and I will put it on the wood, and

fire will I not place. And you will call in the name of your deity, and I will call in the name
of the L-rd, and it will be the G‐d that will answer with fire, he is G‐d."The people agreed
to the challenge, and the prophets of the Baal were first. The prophets' entreaties to their
god went unanswered. Elijah taunted them: "Call with a loud voice, for you presume that

he is a god. [Perhaps] he is talking or he is pursuing [enemies], or maybe he is on a
journey; perhaps he is sleeping and will awaken..."As evening approached, Elijah took
center-stage. He built an altar, laid his offering upon it and surrounded it with water.

"Lord, the G‐d of Abraham, Isaac and Israel," he declared. "Today let it be known that You
are G‐d in Israel and that I am Your servant, and at Your word have I done all these

things. Answer me, O L-rd, answer me, and this people shall know that You are the L-rd
G‐d..."A fire immediately descended from heaven and consumed the offering, as well as
the altar and the surrounding water. "And all the people saw and fell on their faces, and

they said, "The Lord is G‐d, the L-rd is G‐d."

Zadie Stern was coming over to take his grandson Moishie to the park.“OK Moishie, we’re going to the park!” said Zadie.
“Go get your shoes on!”Being only 4 years old, Moishie said, "OK, but will you tie them for me?""Sure," Zadie replied with a

big smile.Moishie bolted into the next room to put on his shoes, returning with a big smile and the shoes on the wrong
feet.Looking at his shoes, Zadie smiled and said, "Moishie, your shoes are on the wrong feet."Moishie looked down, then

looked back at Zadie with a very sad face and replied, "These are the only feet I have."

WHATS IN A NAME??

Male
Boaz means "swiftness." Boaz appears in the Bible as Ruth's husband, and King David's great-grandfather. (Ruth 2:1)

Calev means "like a heart." Calev appears in the Bible as one of the 12 spies sent to scout out the Land of Israel
(Numbers 13:6). Calev was the husband of Miriam, Moses' sister. (variations: Caleb, Kalev)

Female
Dafna means "laurel."

Dalia means "shoot" in Biblical Hebrew (e.g. Ezekiel 17:6, 31:7). In Modern Hebrew, as in other languages, it is the name
of a flowering bush native to Mexico (spelled "Dahlia" in English). (variations: Dahlia, Dalya)

BRIGHAM YOUNG
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Haftorah Summary 

Riddle of the week

Your Name
Answer to last weeks Riddle  by Steven Gee

You can see me in water, but I never get wet. What am I?

 H U M O U R ? ? ?



The love and patience which Rabbi Yitzchak Shaul showed to all the people he met - men, women and children - were
unsurpassed. Even animals and birds benefited from his uniquely warm and caring personality. This, his father, Rabbi

Nissan, had implanted in him since earliest childhood. His father always told him that one must love everything that G-d has
made, and one must not harm any of His creatures.Rabbi Nissan had had good reason to teach his son to be merciful, for,
as a child, like many other children, Yitzchak Shaul had thought nothing of throwing stones at birds, chasing cows, goats,
dogs or cats.Rabbi Nissan had a favourite rooster. Each morning it crowed loudly, awakening Rabbi Nissan at the break of
dawn, thus allowing him to begin his day. Rabbi Nissan looked after the rooster himself, making sure it had enough to eat,

and keeping it in good health so that nothing would effect its excellent crowing. The louder the cock crowed, the more
pleased was Rabbi Nissan. But not so little Yitzchak Shaul. As much as his father loved the rooster, so did his young son

hate it. He delighted in persecuting the bird at every opportunity.One day, unnoticed by Yitzchak Shaul, Rabbi Nissan came
into the yard and observed his son's cruel behaviour toward all of the farm animals, and the rooster in particular. Suddenly,
Yitzchak Shaul felt a heavy hand on his shoulder and looked up to see his father's angry face."So, this is the way you spend

your time! Ill-treating helpless creatures!" his father rebuked him sternly. "I could never imagine that a child of mine could
be so cruel!"The frightened little boy thought his father would surely give him a beating, he looked so angry. But this was

not Rabbi Nissan's way. He was a teacher of young boys. But in all of his years of teaching, he had never laid a hand on his
pupils, nor any of his own children. True, his "strap" hung on the wall of the class-room. But if a pupil deserved punishment

Rabbi Nissan had only to indicate the strap on the wall, and tell him what he deserved, and it was always enough for the
culprit.Entering the house with his son, Rabbi Nissan asked him to bring the Talmud and open it to page 125. He told him to
read the section relating to the injunction to look after chickens with gentle care. "See how the Torah thinks of everything,"

Rabbi Nissan enthusiastically explained to his little son. "In another part of the Talmud, we find that we must never sit down
to a meal before first looking after our animals."Thus, we see that we must first of all care for the other of G-d's creatures

before we look after our own needs. Yet, you, my son, have not only ignored this teaching, but have moreover shown a
cruelty towards the poor creatures, which I could hardly have believed possible in a child of mine!"Yitzchak Shaul trembled
before the reproof and reproach of his father. He thought his father had finished with him when, instead, he heard his father
saying in a very serious voice:"You know that it is not in my nature to hit anyone, and I have never hit you, but this time, I

am going to ask you to take down the strap which is hanging on the wall. I want you to understand the pain you have
inflicted upon the creatures you have so thoughtlessly persecuted."Yitzchak Shaul gravely took a chair and reached up for

the strap which he had never before seen his father use. This in itself impressed upon him the enormity of his crime."Before
I hit you," Rabbi Nissan said, "I want you to know quite clearly that the only reason I am doing this, is so that you will the

better remember the pain you have inflicted upon the birds and other living creatures."This was the first and last time Rabbi
Nissan ever used the strap on Yitzchak Shaul, and he accepted them without a murmur.Rabbi Nissan quickly went into

another room without a backward glance, and a moment later Yitzchak Shaul heard his father crying, deep and painful sobs
escaping him which he seemed unable to restrain.When Yitzchak Shaul heard his father sobbing, he realised that it was all
his fault for having made his father do something so contrary to his nature. This gave the little boy more pain that the actual
hitting, and he determined, from that moment, never again to hurt anything or anyone.He felt the pain a couple of days, and
walked about full of regret and shame for his misdeeds. On the third day, he suddenly went up to his father, kissed him and

asked him, with tears in his eyes, if he would forgive him.Rabbi Nissan's eyes also filled with tears as he said to his son
tenderly, "My son, you are still a little boy and I, your father, have to bear all your sins, which are not quite serious. But it

would be dreadful if you grew up to be an unfeeling, cruel creature!"Yitzchak Shaul felt a changed boy. Gone was his
previous pleasure in his cruel pastimes.
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