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DRAW YOUR OWN CONCLUSION?
Some conclusions are more obvious than others. Sometimes the most obvious conclusion

isn’t necessarily correct. Drawing our own conclusions can often be a risky business.Take

the case in this week’s Parshah. The spies sent by Moses return from their

reconnaissance mission of the Promised Land with a frightening report about the fierce

warrior nations of Canaan. The Jewish people are dejected and frightened, and even

weep at the thought of their impending invasion, convinced it can only be a suicidal

mission impossible. The Almighty is angered, the people are punished for their lack of

faith in His promise, and the spies go down in history as the villains in the story.But why?

What, in fact, was their sin? Moses asked for a report of the land. They came back and

reported exactly what they had seen. They told no lies. The land was formidable. The

inhabitants were huge and powerful. The fruits were extraordinarily large. They even

brought back samples to prove it. So, if it was all true, why were they punished?The

answer lies not in the report, but in their conclusion. The facts as the spies presented

them were entirely accurate. The sin was their conclusion, “We will not be able to go up

to that people, for it is too strong for us.” Moses had sent them on a fact-finding mission.

Their job was to bring back information. Nobody asked them for their personal opinions.

The whole point of their mission was to gather the data necessary for the Israelites to

find the best way of conquering the land. That they would do so was a given. G‑d had

promised them the land, told them of its natural beauty and assured them of

success.The same G‑d who just miraculously delivered you from Egypt, the mightiest

superpower on earth; split the sea for you; and revealed Himself in all His glory to you at

Sinai—has now said that the Promised Land is there waiting for you. And, after all He has

done for you, you turn around and publicly doubt His power to help you succeed? This is

not only a mistake in judgment. This is shameful, sinful and faithless. The spies’ report

was correct, but their conclusion was disastrous.A high-school teacher decided to

demonstrate to his class the dangers of alcohol abuse. So he conducted an experiment.

He took one glass of water and one glass of whiskey. He then took a little worm and

dropped it into the glass of water. The worm had a nice swim, and then the teacher

removed the worm unharmed. He then dropped the worm into the glass of whiskey. In no

time at all, the worm was dead. He then turned to the class and asked them what the

experiment proved. Whereupon one wise guy at the back piped up and said, “Sir, it

proves conclusively that if you drink enough whiskey, you will never suffer from

worms!”The facts are there for all of us to see. The question is how to interpret them. If

we have a preconceived position and then manipulate the data to draw conclusions

that suit us, we may come off clever at first, but in the end we may well go the way of

the spies. Without faith, even the most accurate information can lead to the wrong

conclusion.
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SHUL TIMES

With increased government involvement in failing
industries, we are hearing a lot about companies

"reinventing themselves." The ad campaigns tout the
redesigned, leaner and meaner corporate model.
Many advertise their revamp by boldly adding the

word "new" to their familiar corporate name. What, if
any, substantive changes have actually been made
will only be discovered in the future.So what does

the Torah say about renaming products: Is it
remarkable or just marketing?Perhaps a one-liner
uttered by Moses in advance of the debacle of the
spies sheds some light.When the twelve spies are
ready to be dispatched in advance of the Children

of Israel's entry into the land, Moses senses
something is amiss. Eager to protect his

protégé, Hoshea, from the spies' harmful designs,
Moses blesses him: "May G‑d rescue you [from the

plot of your colleagues]." Moses employs a mystical
technique to effectuate this blessing. He changes
Hoshea's name, adding a yud prefix; his name is

now Yehoshua (Joshua).Chassidic thought is flush
with commentary on the indicative aspect of names.
What you're named is who you are. So Moses' name
change is an effective technique to reconfigure his

student's identity. The newly redesigned Joshua is not
merely a repackaged Hoshea, he is transformed, a
new person, as a result of the name change. He is
protected from the seduction of fear that sinks the

others.There seems to be an obvious question: Moses
is suspicious, so he blesses Hoshea, changing his

name and uplifting him. Why not simply change all the
spies' names and thus protect each of them and, by
extension, all of the Jewish people? Is Moses playing
favorites with his prized student?But it is because
Hoshea has developed an intense relationship with

Moses that he is receptive to this name-
changing/essence-altering blessing. Would Moses

similarly bless all of the spies, it would not make any
difference. They have not readied themselves to

receptivity. They have not logged the time with Moses
that Hoshea has.Herein lies the key of effective

blessing (transformation) via name change. Like rain,
a blessing bears fruits on cultivated

fields.Rabbi Shalom DovBer, once denied a chassid a
blessing (!). Distraught, the man crumpled in tears.
And then the Rebbe blessed him, explaining that the

blessing would only have significance after the
petitioner had done the introspection that made him

eligible for divine assistance.Simply hearing a
blessing is not the same as being blessed, and simply

declaring a product improved is not the same as
improving it. Titles must reflect change, not be the

change.Simple proclamations such as "I try harder" or
"We are the new (fill in the blank) company" that are
not predicated on substantive enrichment are catchy

yet vapid.A new name can be a source of a new
attitude or fresh start only when it is the result of
genuine transformation. Joshua's yud addition is

effective because of the hard work he has invested—
it is due more to Joshua's efforts than to Moses'

sanctity.We are similarly on the threshold of Israel,
waiting to go in, as we were in Joshua's time. We have
paid our dues and developed our brand: "The Jewish
People." It's time to change one letter to reflect our

achievements, adding an aleph to golah ("exile") and
transforming it into geulah ("redemption")!



PARSHA SUMMARY HAFTORAH SUMMARY

RIDDLE OF THE WEEK

JEWISH HUMOR

Moses sends twelve spies to the land
of Canaan. Forty days later they return,

carrying a huge cluster of grapes, a
pomegranate and a fig, to report on a lush

and bountiful land. But ten of the spies
warn that the inhabitants of the land

are giants and warriors “more powerful
than we”; only Caleb and Joshua insist that

the land can be conquered, as G‑d has
commanded.The people weep that they’d

rather return to Egypt. G‑d decrees
that Israel’s entry into the Land shall be

delayed forty years, during which time that
entire generation will die out in the desert.

A group of remorseful Jews storm the
mountain on the border of the Land, and

are routed by the Amalekites and
Canaanites.The laws of

the menachot (meal, wine and oil offerings)
are given, as well as the mitzvah to

consecrate a portion of the
dough (challah) to G‑d when making bread.
A man violates the Shabbat by gathering
sticks, and is put to death. G‑d instructs to
place fringes (tzitzit) on the four corners of

our garments, so that we
should remember to fulfill

the mitzvot (divine commandments).

Joshua 2:1-24.This week's haftorah tells the
story of the spies that Joshua sent to scout the
city of Jericho, prior to the Israelites' invasion
of the Holy Land, a point in common with this
week's Torah reading, which discusses the
twelve spies that were sent by Moses years
earlier to explore the Holy Land.Joshua sent

two spies to Jericho, where they lodged at an
inn located in the city's walls, operated by a
woman named Rahab. Their presence was
quickly discovered by the king who sent for
Rahab and asked her to turn in her guests.

Rahab responded that her guests had already
left the city — when actually she had hidden

them on her rooftop."And she said to the men, I
know that G‑d has given you the land, and that
your terror has fallen upon us, and that all the

inhabitants of the land have melted away
because of you. For we have heard how G‑d

dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when
you came out of Egypt; and what you did to the

two kings of the Amorites that were on the
other side of the Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom
you completely destroyed."At Rahab's request,

the two spies assured her that she and her
family would not be harmed during the conquer

of Jericho—provided that she would tie a
scarlet thread and hang it from her window.

This would be a symbol that this home is a safe
haven. Rahab helped the men escape via a
rope she lowered from her window and told

them how to hide from possible pursuers. The
spies escaped safely and returned to report to

Joshua.

WISHING ALL THOSE WITH YARTZEIT THIS WEEK CHAIM ARUCHIM

Curtis Geoffrey Mother Hinda bas Oyser 28 Sivan
Curtis Philip Mother Hinda bas Oyser 28 Sivan

Davis Richard Mother Golda Chaya bas Shmuel 29 Sivan
Posner Karen Father Herschel ben Tovya 29 Sivan

Goldring Rose Mother Bloomah bas Shlomo Laib 30 Sivan
Baskin Natalie Mother Toba Leah bas  Chaim Dovid 1 Tammuz

Michaels Marilyn Mother Sarah bas Yisrael 3 Tammuz
 

A Chinese businessman operating out of south
China suffers a string of robberies. He calls up his
associate in Israel and asks him if he ever had a
problem with robberies."Not really," replies the
Israeli. "We have this thing we put on the doorpost
called a mezuzah and it protects our homes from
harm.""Send me one," begs the Chinese guy, "I'm
desperate for a solution."A few weeks later, the
Israeli gets his mezuzah back in the mail. He calls up
his Chinese friend. "Nu," he asks him. "The mezuzah
didn't work? You were robbed again?""No, no," the
Chinese guy assures him, "no robberies.""So why
did you send it back?"The Chinese guy sighs. "I
dunno," he says. "Ever since I hung it up, the
doorbell doesn't stop ringing. Each time a different
man standing there, saying the same
thing: 'Tzedakah please!'"

What falls but never hits the ground?
 
 

Answer to last week's Riddle.
Night and day



In the year 1812 Napoleon stood at the pinnacle of his career. He had successfully swept through

Europe and his conquests were the conversation of kings and peasants alike. Finally, his campaign

led him to the gates of Russia and the vast, primal giant lay before him. In Russia he would meet a

double foe, the huge armies of the Czar and perhaps, a more dangerous and formidable enemy, the

vicious frigid winds and snows.Opinions of the Emperor were divided: the so-called "enlightened"

Jews looked forward to his victory with high hopes for the emancipation of the Jews. The Torah-

faithful looked with fear and suspicion upon the man who was regarded as a danger to the survival of

their way of life.In his sweep eastward, Napoleon passed through the town of Volozhin where the

tzadik (righteous person) Reb Chaim lived. The town was deserted, the wealthy gentile inhabitants

having fled before the approaching troops. Only the Jews remained. Napoleon sent his officers

through the town to locate and appropriate lodgings.Since the finer houses were tightly locked and

barred, they made their way into the Jewish quarter. One of the officers spotted a light in one of the

buildings, which, unbeknownst to him, was a study hall. When he entered, he saw a man sitting by the

light of a candle, leaning over a large tome, deeply engrossed in his studies.The officer addressed the

man in German: "We have heard very amazing things about the rabbi of your town. The Emperor

Napoleon wishes to meet him.""Reb Chaim is here, sitting before your Excellency," replied Reb Chaim.

"However, I do not perform any wonders, I merely spend my time studying our Torah."The soldier

listened politely, but then answered in a stern tone, "Remain here until the Emperor summons you, or

else you will pay the consequences."Not long after, Reb Chaim was escorted to the house where

Napoleon had set up command. The Emperor entered and engaged Reb Chaim in conversation: "I do

not believe that you are any kind of a miracle worker, but I do believe that you are a man of rare

wisdom and insight. On that basis I would like to have your opinion as to how my campaign in Russia

will end. What will be the result of my advance into Russia?"Napoleon could see in Reb Chaim's eyes a

distinct unwillingness to respond. Who could know the wrath that could fall upon him? Napoleon

reassured him: "Please, speak your mind freely, without fear."Reb Chaim looked at the Emperor and

replied, "Your Majesty, we Jews fear only G-d, for it is His hand that directs the entire world, even the

ways of worldly kings. I will answer your question with a story: There was once a nobleman who

traveled on a journey in a great carriage pulled by four strong horses.Suddenly, one of the horses fell

in the mud. In his desperate effort to stand, he pulled the other horses down into the mud, and with

them, the carriage, driver, and passengers."A moment later a peasant farmer happened by in his cart

pulled by three skinny horses. When these horses saw the other horses struggling and neighing in the

deep mud, they panicked and would have also slipped into the mire, but the farmer quickly whipped

them and they righted themselves."The nobleman had been watching the whole scene and he cried

from his carriage, 'Why is it that your skinny nags pulled your wagon out of the mud, whereas my

strong horses are unable to pull out my carriage?'"'If your Excellency will forgive my asking, where did

you get your horses?'"'Why these are the finest horses money can buy. One is an Arabian, one is a

Persian, one is a pedigreed Hungarian and the fourth is from a famous Russian stable.'"'Well, that

explains it. You see, your horses all come from a different part of the world and don't feel any

connection to one another. My horses, on the other hand, are just plain horses. But they come from

the same family and the same stable, so they're like brothers. When I whip one, the others jump to his

side.'"Sire," continued Reb Chaim, "your army is great and vast, composed of soldiers from many

different lands. Princes and kings from the world over have joined your forces. The Tzar's army is

nothing by comparison. They lack the weaponry, the fine uniforms and training your soldiers have.

The difference is that they are all from one people and one land and their loyalty is entirely to the

Czar and the Motherland."Reb Chaim had made his point in the gentlest, but clearest way. Napoleon

had new food for thought, but the thoughts were disconcerting. The truth of Reb Chaim's words were

soon borne out in the terrible, humiliating defeat which Napoleon's troops suffered in Russia, a defeat

from which the Emperor never recovered.

FOOD 4 THE SOUL

The purpose of every human being is to serve his Creator, and that is a service of great
joy:“I, puny mortal and decidedly finite being, serve with my deeds the Infinite Creator

of All Worlds! I am bound to the Source of Life from birth, and all the many raging
waters of this world cannot tear me away from that bond. Even if I sometimes fail, I may

always return and in a single moment reconnect all my soul.”

STORY TIME


