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Blessings and curses. Stirring stuff from the Bible this week as Moses again cautions his
congregation. The great prophet reminds them that living a life of goodness will bring them
blessings while ighoring the Divine call must inevitably lead to a cursed existence.

Moses prefaces his admonition with the Hebrew word Re'eh, "See.” See, I present before you
today a blessing and a curse. But why "see"? What is there to see? Did he show them anything at
all? The Torah does not use flowery language just because it has a nice ring to it and sounds
poetic. What was there to behold? Why Re'eh?

One answer is that how we look will, in itself, determine whether our lives will be blessed or
cursed. How do we look at others, at ourselves? Our perspective, how we behold and see things,
will result in our own lives being blessed or, G d forbid, the opposite.

The saintly Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev once chanced upon a strong, young man who was
brazenly eating on Yom Kippur. The Rabbi suggested that perhaps he was feeling ill. The fellow
insisted he was in the best of health. Perhaps he had forgotten that today was the holy day of
fasting? "Who doesn't know that today is Yom Kippur?" responded the young man. Perhaps he
was never taught that Jews do not eat on this day? "Every child knows that Yom Kippur is a fast
day, Rabbi!" Whereupon Rabbi Levi Yitzchak raised his eyes heavenward and said, "Master of the
Universe, see how wonderful Your people are! Here is a Jew who, despite everything, refuses to
tell a lie!" The Berditchever was always able to look at others with a compassionate,
understanding and benevolent eye.

How do we view the good fortune enjoyed by others? Are we happy for them, or do we look at
them with begrudging envy? How do we look at ourselves and our own shortcomings? Are we
objectively truthful or subjectively slanted? "He is a stingy, rotten good for nothing. Me? | am just
careful about how | spend my money." "She is a bore of bores, anti-social. Me? | just happen to
enjoy staying at home." "He is as stubborn as an ox! Me? | am a determined person.”
Clearly, the manner in which we look at our world and those around us will have a major impact
on the way life will treat us. Quite justifiably, Moses says, "See." For how we see things in life will
undoubtedly affect life's outcomes.

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak , once told how when he was a young child he asked his father: "Why does
a person have two eyes?" "The right eye," his father replied, "is to be used lovingly, when looking
at a fellow Jew; the left eye is to be used discerningly, when looking at sweets or other objects
that are not that important in the grand scheme of things."

The Parshah that is entitled Re'eh, "See," is a perennial reminder to all of us that even our vision
can bring virtue or vice. Let us look at the world correctly and invite the blessings of G d into our
lives.



Charity - Small versus Large Sums

Question:
| find myself inundated with requests for charity,
both at my door and in my mailbox. To me, this
creates a dilemma. On the one hand, | feel |
shouldn’t turn down worthy causes. On the other, if |
spread out my limited resources so thin, | will end
out giving very modest donations. | am tempted to
choose only a few causes and give much more to
them, so I'll feel my donations are making a
difference. What do you recommend?

Answer:
First of all, | am impressed with your desire to make
the most of your charity. As in all areas of Jewish
law, Judaism does not just tell us to be good and
leave it at that. It provides precise guidelines for all
aspects of charitable giving - how much to give,
who is considered needy, what are considered
worthy causes, orders of precedence etc.Your
precise question was addressed by none other than
Maimonides himself (comm. to Mishna, Pirkei Avot
3:15). The mishna in Pirkei Avot, when discussing
man’s judgment in heaven, states: “It all depends on
the volume of deeds” (or “the majority of deeds”).
The meaning is cryptic, but Maimonides sees a
beautiful lesson in it.

Maimonides explains this to mean that when
performing good deeds, quantity matters.
Performing small good deeds many times is more
significant than doing a single great act. It is thus
better to give £1 a thousand times than £1000 one
time.The reason for this is clear. Every generous act
we do makes an impression upon us, training us to
become more caring individuals. One of Judaism’s
great psychological beliefs is that if we act a
certain way, we will ultimately grow into our
behavior. We are our deeds much more than our
thoughts. Therefore, in giving charity our emphasis
is equally on the effect it has on the giver as on the
benefit gained by the receiver.
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PARSHA SUMMARY

“See,” says Moses to the people of Israel, “I place
before you today a blessing and a curse”—the
blessing that will come when they fulfill G-d’s
commandments, and the curse if they abandon
them. These should be proclaimed on Mount
Gerizim and Mount Ebal when the people cross
over into the Holy Land.A Temple should be
established in “the place that G-d will choose to
make dwell His name there,” where the people
should bring their sacrifices to Him; it is forbidden
to make offerings to G-d in any other place. It is
permitted to slaughter animals elsewhere, not as
a sacrifice but to eat their meat; the blood (which
in the Temple is poured upon the altar), however,
may not be eaten.A false prophet, or one who
entices others to worship idols, should be put to
death; an idolatrous city must be destroyed. The
identifying signs for kosher animals and fish, and
the list of non-kosher birds (first given
in Leviticus 11), are repeated.A tenth of all produce
is to be eaten in Jerusalem, or else exchanged
for money with which food is purchased and
eaten there. In certain years this tithe is given to
the poor instead. Firstborn cattle and sheep are to
be offered in the Temple, and their meat eaten by
the kohanim (priests).The mitzvah of charity obliga
tes a Jew to aid a needy fellow with a gift or loan.
On the Sabbatical year (occurring every seventh
year), all loans are to be forgiven. All indentured
servants are to be set free after six years of
service.Our Parshah concludes with the laws of
the three pilgrimage festivals—
Passover, Shavuot and Sukkot—when all should go
to “see and be seen” before G-d in the Holy
Temple.

HAFTORAH SUMMARY

This week's haftorah is the third of a
series of seven "haftarot of
Consolation." These
seven haftarot commence on
the Shabbat following Tisha b'Av and
continue until Rosh
Hashanah.G-d addresses the "afflicted
and storm-tossed" Jerusalem "who
has not been comforted," assuring her
that she, and her people, will be
restored to full glory. The foundation,
walls and ground of Jerusalem will be
laid with precious stones. Her children
will be "disciples of the L-rd," and will
enjoy abundant peace. Any weapon
engineered against her will fail.The
prophet then invites the thirsty to
acquire "water," namely those who are
thirsty for spirituality should study the
quenching words of Torah. He
promises the nation an everlasting
covenant similar to that made
with King David. This is also an allusion
to the Messiah, David's descendant,
who will be revered by all of the
nations of the world.

WISHING ALL THOSE WITH YARTZEIT THIS WEEK CHAIM ARUCHIM
|

Segal Carol Father Chaim Ben Kalman 25 Av
Reuben Beverly Mother Pearl bas Moshe 26 Av

Shaw Blanche Husband 26 Av
Shaw Phillip Father 26 Av
Shaw Warren Father 26 Av
Bradman Gwen Father 27 Av
Shaw Warren Wife 27 Av
Glass Irving Mother 28 Av
Kovler Andrea Father Mordecai Yehudah ben Chaim 2 Elul

JEWISH HUMOUR

Old Mrs. Katz decided to have her portrait painted.
She told the artist, "Paint me with diamond earrings,
a diamond necklace, emerald bracelets, a ruby
broach, and gold Rolex."But you're not wearing any
of those things," replied the artist."l know," she
said. "It's in case | should die before Mr. Katz. If he
remarries, | want his new wife to go crazy looking for
the jewelry."

RIDDLE OF THE WEEK

Speaking of rivers, a man calls his dog from
the opposite side of the river. The dog crosses
the river without getting wet, and without
using a bridge or boat. How?

Answer to last week's Riddle.
Either of the people 'lIf | ask the other which is
the door to heaven, which will he say?' And
take the other door c:If you ask the angel, he
will tell the truth and say that the devil will
say the door leading to hell, so you take the
other door.If you ask the devil, he will lie, and
say that the angel will say the door leading to
hell, so you take the other door.




STORY TIME

Rabbi Yosef Ber Soloveichik, the rabbi of the town of Slutsk once happened to meet a
young man who had been one of his students at the yeshiva in Volozhin. The meeting was
very cordial and the rabbi invited the young man to dine with him at his home."What are
you doing these days?" the rabbi inquired. "Thank G-d," the former student replied. "l have
become a merchant and I'm very successful. In the past few years | have done very well for
myself, and I'm making a very comfortable living."The rabbi looked at his former student,
paying close attention to his words and then said, "What are you doing?"The young man
was perplexed. Hadn't the rabbi understood him? he wondered, and he repeated his
explanation. But instead of acknowledging his statement, the rabbi only repeated, "What
are you doing now?""l hope the rabbi will forgive my asking, but three times the rabbi has
asked me what I'm doing and | have answered him. | don't understand," asked the young
man.The rabbi replied with a deep sigh: "It is correct that you have answered my question
three times over, but your answer is not the one | was hoping to hear. In so far as you have
accumulated money, that is nothing to your credit, for it all belongs to G-d, as it says, 'Mine
is the silver and mine is the gold." It is He who gives you riches, health, and in fact, your very
life.

"When | ask you 'What are you doing?' | am referring to your good deeds, which are wholly
your own. Do you give tzedaka (charity)? Do you do kindness to your fellow man? Do you
devote a set time every day to the study of Torah? These are the only things in this world
which are truly your own possessions which you accomplish through your efforts alone. |

am asking you what you are doing, not what G-d is doing for you!"
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Reb Moshe Leib Sassover was a great Tzadik known for the tremendous love and kindness
he constantly expressed for his fellow Jews. There was a constant stream of Jews who
came to him to ask for a word of advice or a blessing.One day a poor women appeared at
his door. As soon as she was admitted to his rooms she began to weep as if her heart was
breaking. "l beg you, Rebbe," she pleaded, "give me a blessing for my daughter who is very
sick."Reb Moshe Leib responded with the blessing, "May G-d send her a complete and
speedy recovery."But for the distraught mother this blessing wasn't sufficient. "No, Rebbe,
you must promise, you must swear to me that my daughter will recover. You must swear to
me on your share in the World to Come that G-d will cure my child."Without hesitating a
moment Reb Moshe Leib replied, "l swear on my portion in the next world that G-d will cure
her and she will recover." When she heard these words, the women thanked the Tzadik
copiously and left with a light heart.Reb Moshe Leib's students who had observed the
entire incident were astounded. They asked him, "Rebbe, how could you have made such a
promise? The girl is seriously ill, and it is very possible she may not survive.""What else could
| have done?" Reb Moshe Leib replied. "The tears of a Jewish mother are more precious to
me than the entire World to Come. If my swearing on my future reward in the World of Truth
was necessary to stop her from crying, then it is more than worth it to me, even if it will cost
me my portion in the next world.



