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If we are all descended from Adam and Eve, then it stands to reason that our
characteristics—both positive and negative, fine points and foibles—can all

somehow be traced back to our earliest ancestors.

If one studies the accounts of the first man’s first sin in the Talmud and Midrash, one
is struck by a most remarkable observation. The commandment not to eat from the
Tree of Knowledge was given to Adam and Eve only after most of Friday (the sixth
day, when they were created) had passed. Furthermore, the prohibition was only
until that Shabbat. And it’s not as if there was nothing to eat. I mean, there was a
whole Garden of Eden with fruit trees galore. Could they not have started with a

perfect pear, or a magnificent mango? Did they absolutely have to eat from the one
and only tree that was forbidden to them?

The problem is further compounded when one considers that Adam and Eve were not
just a couple of homeless hobos. They were handmade by G‑d, formed and

fashioned personally by the Creator! Surely such august creatures could have
waited a few hours, and occupied themselves with the other fruit first. Why did it

have to be that fruit?

We all know the answer, don’t we? Forbidden fruit is always sweeter, isn’t it? We play
mind games. We imagine that the one forbidden fruit in a paradise with dozens of
other luscious options has simply got to be the most deliciously delectable fruit on

the planet. And we just have to get our hands on it—and it has to be now.

We do the same thing as Adam and Eve. But when it comes to our own choices we
rationalize, whereas their sin seems ridiculous, foolish and unforgivable. The truth is

that it’s always the same story all over again. It has been since the beginning of
time. It is simply the psychology of sin. It doesn’t matter how difficult something is. It
might be the easiest commandment, but once we have to do it, it becomes difficult

in our minds.

Is it really so hard to be a Jew? Are our traditions so onerous? Is the Torah so
demanding and burdensome? Are all those who do keep it such otherworldly saints?

Of course not. It’s all in the mind.

Is playing golf on Saturday so much more fun than on Sunday? Why can we walk and
jog for miles all week long, but to walk a mile to shul on Shabbat is not even up for
discussion? Are non-Jewish girls really more beautiful than Jewish girls? If we are

honest and objective, we will recognize the truth.

The psychology of sin is that we imagine things to be more difficult than they really
are, just as Adam imagined the forbidden fruit to be sweeter than all the others. He
had one mitzvah, of a few hours’ duration, and he still blew it. No doubt, it would be
the same for us even if all of Judaism were reduced to one easy commandment. We

would still complain and find it too hard.

The sooner we realize it’s a mind game, the sooner we will be able to win the game.
Good luck.
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SHUL TIMES

Question:

I always get conflicting answers regarding the theory of evolution and Judaism. Could you clarify?

Response:

If you are getting conflicting answers, that’s most likely because you are asking Jews. Like they say, for every

two Jews there are three opinions. That’s just part of Jewishness.

But now you’re asking me, so I’ll provide my opinion. And that is that evolution and Torah are two distinct

paradigms. Evolution is an attempt to explain life in purely materialistic terms. Things happen out of chance

and necessity. Torah, on the other hand, tells us that a singular, deliberate and intelligent force is to be found

in all things and all events.

Or, put it this way: Evolution and Genesis both agree that human intelligence began as a hunk of mud.

Evolution says that if you leave enough mud alone for long enough, it will eventually—through chance events

and natural selection—become a human being who will build computers and spaceships. Genesis says that

intelligence arises from a greater intelligence.

Or to simplify it even further: Evolution says the background of the universe is dumb matter, and intelligence is

an accident. Genesis places intelligence at the core of the universe, and says that dumb matter is an illusion.

One step simpler: Evolution says that a dumb universe can create intelligent beings. Genesis says that an

intelligent universe may sometimes look dumb, until you look deeper.

Mixing these two together is then an extreme form of syncretism.

While I'm at it, please allow me to point out that "natural" and "selection" are mutually incompatible terms.

Natural implies blind necessity dictated by the consistent patterns of nature. Selection implies intelligence. I

won't be the first to point out that this term is an oxymoron. What I propose, however, is that the choice of such

a term indicates that scientists subliminally recognize that there must be an intelligence at work here. Which is

my point: It's much more intuitive to believe that the primal substance of the universe is not matter, but

intelligence.

On the other hand, I’m not ready to believe that creationism is science. How it was, precisely, that a super-

cosmic intelligence extruded all these beings from the primordial mud is something still beyond our science.

Perhaps one day we will have theories that can explain some of this to us in terms we can grasp. Or perhaps

not. At present, however, materialistic evolution is sorely deficient at explaining anything at all.

In fairness to your question, I should add that there have been those who have attempted to align Judaism

and evolution, some of them quite respectable Torah scholars. None of them, however, have managed to

make a plausible reading out of Genesis with their theories. Their error stems from the belief that evolution has

been somehow scientifically proven. This is simply not the case. While Darwin’s theories and their modern

counterparts may have proven a useful paradigm for certain studies, they cannot at all stand the rigor

through which a theory must be put in the academic world in order to be accepted as “proven.” Their sole

claim to acceptance is the human mind’s endemic fear of saying, “We don’t understand.”



PARSHA SUMMARY
HAFTORAH SUMMARY

RIDDLE OF THE WEEKJEWISH HUMOUR

G‑d creates the world in six days. On the first
day He makes darkness and light. On the

second day He forms the heavens, dividing the
“upper waters” from the “lower waters.” On the
third day He sets the boundaries of land and
sea, and calls forth trees and greenery from

the earth. On the fourth day He fixes the
position of the sun, moon and stars as

timekeepers and illuminators of the earth. Fish,
birds and reptiles are created on the fifth day;
land animals, and then the human being, on

the sixth. G‑d ceases work on the seventh day,
and sanctifies it as a day of rest.G‑d forms the
human body from the dust of the earth, and

blows into his nostrils a “living soul.” Originally
Man is a single person, but deciding that “it is

not good that man be alone,” G‑d takes a
"side" from the man, forms it into a woman, and
marries them to each other.Adam and Eve are
placed in the Garden of Eden, and commanded
not to eat from the “Tree of Knowledge of Good
and Evil.” The serpent persuades Eve to violate
the command, and she shares the forbidden

fruit with her husband. Because of their sin, it is
decreed that man will experience death,

returning to the soil from which he was formed,
and that all gain will come only through

struggle and hardship. Man is banished from
the Garden.Eve gives birth to two sons, Cain

and Abel. Cain quarrels with Abel and murders
him, and becomes a rootless wanderer. A third

son, Seth, is born to Adam; Seth’s eighth-
generation descendant, Noah, is the only

righteous man in a corrupt world.

The haftorah read in shul is Machar
Chodesh.

haftorah for bereshit is

Isaiah 42:5-21.The haftorah of this week's
reading opens with a statement by "the
Almighty G‑d, who created the heavens
and stretched them out, who laid out the

earth and made grow from it." This
echoes the Torah portion's recounting of
the creation of the world in six days.G‑d
speaks to the prophet Isaiah, reminding
him of his life's purpose and duty, namely

that of arousing the Jewish people to
return to being a light unto the nations,
"To open blind eyes, to bring prisoners

out of a dungeon; those who sit in
darkness out of a prison."The prophecy

continues with a discussion regarding the
Final Redemption, and the song that all of
creation will sing to G‑d on that day. G‑d
promises to punish all the nations that
have persecuted Israel while they were

exiled. The prophet also rebukes Israel for
their errant ways, but assures them that
they will return to the correct path and

will be redeemed.

Q. Where is the first baseball game in the Bible?

A. In the big inning. Eve stole first, Adam stole

second. Cain struck out Abel. The Giants and the

Angels were rained out.

Q. How did Adam and Eve feel when expelled from the

Garden of Eden?

A. They were really put out.

A is the brother of B. B is the brother of C. C is
the father of D. So how is D related to A?

Knott Anne Father Sarikah ben Yosef 3 Cheshvan
Steinberg Ian Mother Golda Rivkah bas Yechezkel 3 Cheshvan

Bermange Josephine Mother Leah 5 Cheshvan
Joseph Paul Father Eliezer ben Mordecai 5 Cheshvan

Segal Norman Mother Hannah Bas Auvron Ha'Levy 5 Cheshvan

WISHING ALL THOSE WITH YARTZEIT THIS WEEK CHAIM ARUCHIM



There was once a Jew named Shmuel who l ived in a small European town .  A scholar
of Torah and upright of character ,  he was also clever and competent .  When the
governor of the district heard about his abilities he appointed him his business
manager ,  and grew to trust him implicitly .Along with his other responsibilities

Shmuel was entrusted with the keys to the treasury .  The governor had no
compunctions about this ,  as he knew he could rely on the honest Jew .  Shmuel ,  for
his part ,  proved to be more than worthy of the governor 's trust .  He exercised his

duties faithfully .  The governor 's assistant business manager ,  however ,  was a vicious
anti-Semite .  Shmuel 's success ,  and the esteem in which he was held ,  were almost
too much for him to bear .  His greatest desire was for the governor to get rid of the

Jew and appoint him in his stead .
Then one day ,  it seemed as if his fantasy was about to be fulfilled . . .The governor

had just returned from an extended trip ,  and was throwing a party for his friends to
celebrate his return .  Before leaving ,  the governor had appointed Shmuel in charge
of his household .In the middle of the festivities ,  during which the wine flowed l ike
water ,  the governor decided to impress his guests by showing off his wealth .  One
his most priceless possessions was an extremely large and rare diamond ,  whose

value was beyond estimation .  The governor had never displayed it in public ,  but the
party seemed l ike the perfect opportunity to do so .Shmuel ,  as manager of the

estate ,  was asked to retrieve the jewel from the treasury .  A few minutes later he
returned holding a tiny golden box ,  encrusted with precious gems and diamonds .

Everyone gathered around the governor to see this special sight .With an
extravagant gesture the governor opened the box ,  but was stunned to find it was
empty! The diamond had evidently been stolen .After the initial shock had worn off ,
all of the guests began to look at Shmuel with suspicion .  Everyone knew him as an
honest fellow ,  but what other explanation could there be? Who else had access to
the treasury?The governor turned to Shmuel and said delicately ,  "For many years

you have worked for me faithfully .  But sometimes ,  a person may give in to
temptation .  If you return the diamond ,  I give you my word that nothing bad will
happen to you .""G-d forbid!" Shmuel cried as his face paled .  Pain and disgrace
were visible in his eyes .  "In my whole l ife I 've never touched anything that didn 't
belong to me ,  and I certainly didn 't take your diamond ."The crowd was silent .  The

Jewish manager 's words sounded sincere ,  but unfortunately ,  all the evidence
pointed to his guilt .Then Shmuel had an idea .  "If you give me a chance to prove

myself ," he said ,  "I will show you who the real thief is ."After asking the assembled
guests to remain in the hall ,  Shmuel rushed off to his house .  He returned ,  clutching

a black rooster under his arm .Everyone 's curiosity was aroused by the odd
spectacle .  "Esteemed guests ," Shmuel announced in a loud voice ,  "this rooster is not
your ordinary ,  run of the mill bird .  In fact ,  it has a special ability to detect thieves!
When an honest man touches this rooster ,  it does not react .  But if a thief dares to

pet it ,  it immediately ruffles its feathers and crows at the top of its lungs .  Pay
attention - it will now reveal the person who stole the governor 's diamond ."Shmuel
chose five guests at random and asked them to pet the wonderful bird .  The guests
did as they were asked ,  but the rooster remained silent .A wave of laughter rippled
through the hall .  What an impudent Jew! It wasn 't bad enough that he had stolen
the diamond ;  now he was making fun of them as well!Shmuel ,  however ,  appeared
unconcerned .  "Wait! The test is not yet over ," he called out .  The five men who had
petted the bird were then asked to raise the hand that had touched it .  Five hands
shot up in the air .  Four palms were as black as coal ,  but the fifth - the one that

belonged to the assistant manager - was white ."Here 's your thief!" Shmuel
announced ,  pointing to the assistant manager .  "He is responsible for the robbery ."

Everyone stared at the man ,  who was trembling with the fright of discovery .  Without
a word in self-defense ,  the assistant manager then admitted to stealing the

diamond .When the governor asked Shmuel to reveal the rooster 's secret ,  he burst
out laughing .  "There really isn 't anything special about this rooster ," the Jew

explained .  "The only thing I did was to rub soot into its feathers before I brought it
here .  I figured that an innocent person wouldn 't hesitate to pet it ,  whereas the

guilty party would only make believe he was touching it .  And indeed ,  my
assumption was correct . . ."After apologiz ing profusely the governor gave Shmuel a
warm hug ,  and announced that he was giving him a promotion .  And the assistant

manager was thrown into jail ,  where he remained for the rest of his l ife .

FOOD 4 THE SOUL

You might think that divine sparks are meted out by simple protocol: The lowlier the creation, the lowlier the divine spark it
holds.Just the opposite: Only the highest sparks could descend to the lowest places and retain their power to sustain a

being.Those are the sparks remaining to be rescued today.

STORY TIME


